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February 4, 2009
The Allergen Extract Preparation Quiz

Dear Allergists:

We have written you several times about the new guidelines regarding sterile preparation of allergenic extract.  These guidelines were developed by the allergy and ENT-allergy communities and we recommend that all allergy offices follow them.
Allergen Extract Preparation Guidelines (PDF) - as of 2-4-2009
We believe it is imperative that you implement these guidelines immediately, if you have not done so already.  This New News will specifically focus on two requirements.  First, the guidelines call for everyone who prepares vials to successfully complete an annual technical drill called a media-fill test.  This is an actual, physical demonstration that the staff person can transfer material, in a sterile fashion, from one vial to another.  This media-fill test should be completed annually by every employee who prepares vials.

We have made arrangements with the Valiteq/LAB Safety Corporation, who developed the AllerTEQ media-fill test, to purchase the tests kit at discounted prices.  The details are covered in the New News – USP 797 Update - June 11, 2008, which contains links to view a demonstration and purchase the AllerTEQ media-fill test kit.  Please click the link below to access the newsletter.
BRAND NEW!!  The Valiteq/Lab Safety Corp. has developed a new kit which will contain materials for 4 tests.  Each test will have the 10mL of growth medium, an empty, sterile 20mL vial, and a 20mL vial of sterile water.  This kit will be available in February 2009.  When it becomes available, the link will be posted at the JCAAI website.
New News You Can Use - USP 797 Update - June 11, 2008
Or, click on the links below to access the AllerTEQ information directly:


AllerTEQ 2 Product
 AllerTEQ 12 Product
To view a demonstration of the AllerTEQ product, please click the link below:

http://interface.mmpros.net/lnk/va90win15016/labsafety/allerteq_512k.wmv/play.asx
Secondly, the Allergen Immunotherapy Extract Preparation Guidelines call for all employees who prepare allergenic extract to successfully complete a written quiz on aseptic technique and extract preparation.  The purpose of the quiz is to ensure that your staff is qualified in the sterile preparation of allergy vials.  The quiz can be accessed at www.JCAAIservices.org and only needs to be done once (per extract preparer).

The Quiz consists of 31 questions.  You will need to answer each question correctly before you are allowed to continue on to the next question.  You must complete the quiz in one 60 minute session.  If you cannot complete the quiz (which should take 30 minutes) in one sitting, you will have to start over (and pay again) when you re-enter the site.  When you successfully complete the quiz and end your session online, a certificate will be immediately sent, by email, to you, to your employer and to the JCAAI office.
In addition to the quiz, we have created a Physician’s Instruction Guide to assist the physician in training staff in the proper preparation of allergy vials.  The Physician’s Instruction Guide in accessible on the JCAAI website (www.JCAAI.org ) under the Allergen Extract Quiz or click on the link below.
Physician's Instruction Guide
This email is being sent to all allergists whether or not you are a member of JCAAI.  The following criteria have been approved by the governing bodies of the American Academy of Allergy, Asthma and Immunology (AAAAI) and the American College of Allergy, Asthma and Immunology (ACAAI).

If you are a JCAAI member, there will be no charge for you and your staff to take this quiz.  Therefore, in addition to your staff’s contact information, they will have to enter your email address, “Employer’s Email”.  This is the same email address used to receive JCAAI email (i.e. this newsletter).
If you are a member of either the AAAAI or the ACAAI, there is a $50.00 charge per quiz, per person, payable before accessing the quiz.  When completing the contact information, enter your email address.  For the “Employer’s Email”, enter the email address where the AAAAI or ACAAI member receives that association’s email.
If you are not a member of JCAAI, the AAAAI or the ACAAI, the fee is $100.00 per person, payable before taking the quiz.

If you have any questions about the quiz or are having problems accessing it, please call the JCAAI office (847) 934-1918.  We wish you good luck.
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	Remember to purchase a set of Coding Books!
(click link for details) 2009 JCAAI Coding Book Discount Offer
Please log onto the JCAAI website at http://www.jcaai.org to view all previous 
“New News You Can Use” articles.
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